
Explore Our World, Second Edition, a seven-level primary series for young learners of English from National 
Geographic Learning, uses real-world content, stunning photographs and video from National Geographic, and a 
variety of interactive digital resources to fully engage and motivate students as they learn about the world in English. 
Young learners will be captivated by the beautiful photography and high-interest content relevant to their world as 
they learn about people and places from across the globe. Young learners will achieve more through collaboration, 
extensive critical thinking and visual literacy work, and activities that inspire meaningful thinking and sharing. 
Explore Our World truly brings the world into the classroom and improves learning outcomes, motivating learners to 
use English to show the world what they can do—and achieve more. 

The Unit Opener uses high-interest 
photographs to engage students, present the 
unit theme, and provide opportunities for 
speaking and discussion.  

Image captions help students 
and teachers understand the 
image and make connections 
with the unit theme.  

Units feature high-interest 
cross-curricular topics, which are
woven throughout the unit, from 
the opening photo to the unit Reading.  

19

OW2e_SB_S_13569_018-025_U02_PPDF.indd   19 2/8/19   11:12 AM

Unit 2

My Toys

Boy playing with a car, 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

18
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Target vocabulary is presented in meaningful contexts 
to help students build fl uency and confi dence to discuss 
relevant real-world topics. 

All target language is recorded in the 
Audio Program to help students 
practice pronunciation.  

A Video segment 
presents the Target 
Vocabulary.  

a balloon a car

a doll

a teddy bear

a kite

a truck

a ball

21
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VOCABULARY

Listen and point. TR: 2.1

Point and say.

1

2

a robot

20 Unit 2
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EXPLORE OUR WORLD STARTER: STUDENT’S BOOK WALK-THROUGH



Language in Use models provide 
students with contexts for practicing 
the vocabulary in sentences and short 
dialogues.

Concepts such as colors, numbers, and shapes 
are introduced visually, and reinforced through 
listening and speaking activities. 

Animated mascots present the Language 
in Use model. Contents, such as colors, 
numbers, and shapes, are presented in 
fun, engaging video segments. 

COLORS AND NUMBERS

Listen and point. Say. TR: 2.51

Listen and color. TR: 2.62

Listen. Count and say. Trace. TR: 2.73

Listen. Count and say. TR: 2.84

Listen and say. 
Cut out the cards in 
the back of the book. 
Play the game. TR: 2.9

5

orangebrown

5 kites. No match.
4 balls.

5 6

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

23
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LANGUAGE IN USE

Listen and  circle.   TR: 2.21

Listen and say. TR: 2.32

Listen. Stick. TR: 2.43

1. 2.

3. 4.

Yes, it is.

No, it isn’t.

Is it a teddy bear?

Is it a doll?

22 Unit 2
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Sticker activities in each unit 
provide reward, motivation, 
and interactive practice.
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The Sounds of English activities introduce 
students to pronunciation using target 
vocabulary. 

A unit Chant supports the theme and 
incorporates target language and sounds. 
The rhythm of each chant makes it easy 
to learn and remember. 

A Bonus Review Video 
reviews the unit content with 
real-world video.

READING

Do you like the story?  Circle.2

Listen to the story. TR: 2.131

Birthday Boy
Look, it’s a teddy bear.

Happy birthday!

A kite, a ball, a teddy 
bear, and … a robot. 

This is my 
favorite toy!

25
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THE SOUNDS OF ENGLISH

sound word 1 word 2 word 3

1. ball

2. robot

3. car

Dolls and robots

and more toys.

Balls and kites

for girls and boys!

Listen and say. TR: 2.101

Listen and chant. TR: 2.123

Listen. Which words have the sound? Check .  TR: 2.112

ball robot car

24 Unit 2
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The Sounds of English chant is 
presented as a karaoke video. 
The Reading comes to life as 
Story Time.

Each unit ends with a Reading of a four-panel 
original story, engaging students with colorful 
illustrations and audio. The story incorporates 
target language and develops students’ 
readiness for reading.
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WORKBOOK, OUR WORLD ABC AND OUR WORLD PHONICS

The Explore Our World Starter Workbook contains activities that reinforce and consolidate the Student’s 
Book instruction. Practice includes listening, speaking, and writing. The workbook includes: 

•  4 pages of skills practice and activities, as well
as an additional verse for each chant

•  Review sections

•  English pronunciation practice through The
Sounds of English activities

•  audio for all listening comprehension,
speaking, and Review sections, available
online at ELTNGL.com/ourworlds

• 16 pages of writing practice

READING

Listen and read. TR: 7.7

Polar Bears

These bears are polar bears. The 
small polar bears are babies. Their legs 
are short. Their mother is big. She has 
a big body. Her head is small. Her eyes 
and ears are small. Polar bears can 
walk and jump. Their legs are strong. 
A polar bear can stand on two legs!

Read. Circle.

1. A mother polar bear is big.  /  small.

2. Baby polar bears are big.  /  small.

3. Polar bears have strong arms.  /  legs.

4. A mother polar bear has a big  /  small head.

5. A mother polar bear has a big  /  small body.

6. Baby polar bears have short  /  long legs.

1

2

88 Unit 7
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Look at the chart. Read. Write.3

Read and write.

1. A big polar bear has a  head.

2. It has  legs.

3. A big polar bear can stand on .

What about you? What do you have? What doesn’t a 
polar bear have? Write.

I have .

A polar bear doesn’t have .

4

5

What does it have?

a big body

a small head

What can it do?

stand on two legs

Big Polar Bear

89
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Our World ABC introduces and practices the letters of the alphabet, as well as numbers, shapes, and some 
high-frequency words. 

Our World Phonics introduces young learners to the sounds and letters of English and helps them learn and 
practice sound/spelling relationships in order to develop their listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills.

• Our World Phonics 1 introduces single-letter sounds, including consonants and short vowels, as well as
some common consonant digraphs.

• Our World Phonics 2 introduces long vowels and diphthongs, and two-letter blends.

•  Our World Phonics 3 introduces word stress and the schwa sound, r-colored vowels, three-letter blends,
and other letter combinations.

8 8 
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A Bonus Review section at the end of each unit reviews the vocabulary, language, and concepts of 
the unit using real-world video. 

Explore Our World Videos are available on Video DVD bound with the Lesson Planner and on the 
Classroom Presentation Tool.

Scenes include:
Scene 1: Vocabulary

Scene 2: Language in Use

Scene 3: Concepts (colors, numbers, shapes)

Scene 4: The Sounds of English

Scene 5: Reading

Scene 6: Bonus Review Video

VIDEO

New to the second edition, the Explore Our World Starter Video program can be used to present, support, and 
review each section in the Student’s Book unit.

 9 9
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TEACHER RESOURCES

Explore Our World Lesson Planner
The Lesson Planner with Student’s Book Audio CD and DVD provides everything needed to successfully 

plan, teach, and supplement lessons. 

The Lesson Planner includes:

• a Professional Development section that introduces key principles of the program

• a detailed Scope and Sequence

• simplifi ed step-by-step instructions for carrying out lessons

• reduced Student’s Book pages with answers at point of use

• Student and Workbook audio scripts

• Extension activities to supplement the Student’s Book, including instructions to use the Worksheets
found on the Teacher’s Website

• Teaching tips and professional development at point of use

• Formative Assessment suggestions

• a handy Pacing Guide key to accommodate classrooms with a range of instruction time

The Explore Our World DVD and Student’s Book Audio CD contain all of the multimedia to support the 
Student’s Book instruction.

BE THE EXPERT
Teacher Tip
Practice number and counting skills during class, 
even when numbers are not the focus of a day’s 
lesson. For example, have children count the 
number of objects needed for an activity. Have 
children find and name numbers in print. Read 
books and sing songs that include numbers. 
Children learn numbers and become comfortable 
using them through practice.

Workbook and Online Practice 
Colors and Numbers

 ✔ Formative Assessment

Can students

• identify and name things that are green 
and yellow?
Hold up the pencil and crayon fl ashcards. Have 
students name the colors they see.

• count to fi nd the quantity of items?
Place three pens and four books on the table. 
Have children count and say how many there 
are of each item.

• 3  Play TR: 1.6. Have students count the pencils as they listen. 
Pause the audio after number 3. Model tracing the number 3 
on p. 15. Then, have students do it. Walk around the room to 
make sure students are holding their pencils correctly. Continue 
playing TR: 1.6, and have students do the same for the 
number 4.

Practice 
• 2  Give each child red, blue, green, and yellow crayons. Say 

Listen. Color the crayons. Play TR: 1.5. Pause after the fi rst 
item, and say Green crayon. It’s green. Continue playing, and 
pause after number 2. Ask What color? (yellow) Say Color the 
crayon yellow. Continue playing TR: 1.5. Walk around the room 
to check students’ work.

• 4  Show students the colored pencils on p. 15. Ask What colors 
do you see? (yellow, blue, green, red) Say Listen. Play TR: 1.7. 
Pause after the fi rst question. Repeat the question How many 
green pencils? Then, say Let’s count! Count the green pencils as 
a class. (four) Continue the audio, pausing after each item to 
have students count and say the number.

Apply 
• 5  Show students the cutouts on p. 91 of their books. Give 

students scissors to cut out each item. Then, play TR: 1.8. 
Pause after the fi rst item, and repeat it (a green eraser). Model 
placing the eraser cutout in the green box. Continue playing 
the audio. Pause after each item to allow students time to 
choose the correct card and place it in the box. When students 
fi nish, call on them to say what items they placed in each box.

Extend 
• Teach students the following chant:

Blue, red, yellow, green, 
How many colors have we seen? 

First, say the chant two or three times, while students just 
listen. Have students repeat the fi rst line a few times, and 
then the second line. Then, have students say the entire 
chant. Repeat it until students are comfortable saying it. Ask 
How many colors have we seen? If students cannot answer 
four, count the colors together. Say Blue, one. Red, two. Yellow, 
three. Green, four.

Wrap Up 
• Say Good job today, class. Now let’s chant. Lead the class in 

the Goodbye chant (p. 18).

Review 
• For additional practice, direct students to Activity Worksheet 1.3.

Colors and Numbers 41
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444

Listen and say. Cut out the cards in the back of the 
book. Listen. Put the cards in the boxes. Say. TR: 1.8

5

Listen. Count and say. TR: 1.74

3333
Listen. Count and say. Trace. TR: 1.63

Listen and color. TR: 1.52

Listen and point. Say. TR: 1.41

COLORS AND NUMBERS

yellowgreen

1. 2. 3.

4. 5. 6.

15

green

yellow

red

blue

yellow

four green pencils / three yellow pencils / one red pencil / two blue pencils

Present 
• 1  Say You know red and blue. Today we will learn new colors.

Play TR: 1.4. Have students point to each color as they hear it. 
Then, have students name each of the colors.

• Say Show me green. Have students hold up or point to 
something green. Then say Show me yellow. Have students 
hold up or point to something yellow. 

• Hold up one pencil and ask How many? Then, hold up two 
pencils and ask the question again. Write the numbers 1 and 2 
on the board. Then, write the number 3. Hold up a third pencil, 
and say Three. Three pencils. Have students repeat. Then, 
write the number 4. Hold up a fourth pencil, and say Four. Four 
pencils. Have students repeat.

Warm Up 
• Motivate and focus Get students ready 

to use English using the English Time chant 
(p. 18).

• Recycle Hold up one blue crayon. Ask 
How many? (one) Then ask What color? 
(blue) Note: If students need the extra 
support, instead ask Red or blue? Repeat 
this with one red crayon, two blue crayons, 
and two red crayons.

• Give each student two blue crayons 
and two red crayons. Call out different 
combinations, and have students show 
them to you. For example, say Show me 
two red crayons or Show me one red 
crayon and one blue crayon. Choose 
students to call out color and number 
combinations.

COLORS AND NUMBERS
Objectives

Students will
• identify and name things that are green 

and yellow.
• count up to four items.

Colors green, yellow

Numbers 3 (three), 4 (four)

Recycling 1 (one), 2 (two), red, blue

Resources Classroom Presentation Tool; 
Flashcards 13, 18–22; Unit 1 Cutouts; 
TR: 1.4–1.8; Video Sc. 3; Activity Worksheet 1.3; 
Workbook p. 7, Workbook Audio TR: 1.4–1.6; 
Online Practice

Materials red, blue, green, and yellow crayons; 
four pencils; scissors; green and yellow 
construction paper

40 Unit 1
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Poster Sets
Eight full-color Posters bring 

beautiful photography into the 
classroom and reinforce the unit 
themes.

Children making moon cakes 
in Kaifeng City, China.
©2020 Cengage Learning, Inc.
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Assessment
The ExamView® Assessment Suite includes activity banks to generate customized unit quizzes, 

mastery tests, fi nal exams, and a placement test, and is available through the Teacher’s Website.

Explore Our World Starter Flashcards
The Flashcards include all target vocabulary. Printable Mini Flashcards are available on the 

Teacher’s Website.

Our World Phonics Teacher’s Guide
The Our World Phonics Teacher’s Guide provides everything needed to 

successfully plan, teach, and supplement lessons in Our World Phonics 1, 2, 
and 3, including:

• a detailed Scope & Sequence

•  complete lesson plans, including Warm Ups, detailed lesson
instruction, interactive Extend activities, and Wrap Ups

• an audio CD for each level of Our World Phonics.

 11 11
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DIGITAL RESOURCES 

Classroom Presentation Tool
The Classroom Presentation Tool integrates all Explore 

Our World resources, including video, audio, Student’s Book, 
and Workbook pages, as well as interactive activities and 
games, making it easy to carry out lessons in any classroom 
with an interactive whiteboard or a computer and projector. 

The Classroom Presentation Tool is available on USB or 
online through the Learning Management System.

New Online Practice and Learning Management System 
Explore Our World, Second Edition’s Online Practice is completely new with improved games for practice 

and comprehension, additional activities for assessment preparation, progress tracking, and access to audio 
and video resources. 

For teachers, a brand-new Learning Management System is available, with teacher resources, class 
management functionality, progress reports, assignment creation tools, and messaging features. 

Both the Online Practice and Learning Management System are accessible at learn.eltngl.com with an 
access code, and both work on laptops, tablets, and smartphones!

The Online Practice offers students independent, interactive practice. It includes activities and games to 
support each section of the Student’s Book, with integrated audio:

• Vocabulary

• Language in Use

• Concepts

• The Sounds of English

• Reading

• Review

The Online Practice includes fun games that reinforce and expand on Student’s Book content. Each unit of 
Explore Our World Starter Online Practice includes four games. 

Additionally, parents can track student progress and review activity results.

The Online Practice is accessible through learn.eltngl.com with an access code and course activation key. 
It’s optimized for all devices.

1212
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Student Resource Website
Student resources, including audio for Student’s Book and Workbook activities, are available 

at ELTNGL.com/ourworlds.

Teacher Resource Website 
Teacher resources can be found at ELTNGL.com/ourworld and include:

• Student’s Book, Workbook, and assessment audio

• unit-by-unit Pacing Guides for easy lesson planning

• three-step Teaching Routines

• printable Worksheets for extension activities

• printable Mini Flashcards

• printable Graphic Organizers

• Workbook Audio Scripts

• Home-School Connection letters

• the ExamView® Assessment Suite

Name Date 

Activity Worksheet 2.1

Listen. Find and color. TR: 2.1.11

What is it? Work with a partner. Ask and answer.2

Name Date 

© 2020 Cengage Learning, Inc.

Name Date

Activity Worksheet 2.4

Listen to the story. One toy is not for the boy. 
Which one? Put an X. TR: 2.4.1

1

Listen to the story. Look and write 1, 2, 3, and 4. TR: 2.4.12

© 2020 Cengage Learning, Inc.
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

The Our World Professional Development website helps you improve classroom practice and get the 
most out of your young learners with resources available online. 

Routines
A series of three-step teaching routines 

offer teachers a streamlined approach to 
lesson planning. The routines can be used 
for any major lesson type and will help 
teachers execute successful lessons. 

The three-step teaching routines and all 
other Professional Development materials 
are available at: ELTNGL.com/OurWorldPD. 

THREE-STEP GRAMMAR ROUTINE

Step 1: Introduce the Grammar

• Connect to students’ background knowledge.

• Model the Grammar topic by giving a personal example or using it in 
a real-world context. 

• Read or have a student read aloud the Student’s Book Grammar examples.

• Play the audio track and have students listen.audio track and have students listen.audio track

Step 2: Practice the Grammar

• Have students complete the Student’s Book activities. Have partners or small groups 
share their work.

• Help students explore and expand on the topic with a graphic organizer, diagram, 
or other visual aid. 

(Optional) 
• Have students practice using the Grammar topic when it appears in the unit Song or 

applies to the Unit Opener photograph or other lessons.

Step 3: Apply the Grammar

• Have pairs or small groups work together to complete and share the personalized or 
open-ended Student’s Book activities. 

• Have students personalize the grammar topic by

• asking and answering questions.

• illustrating and acting out original dialogues or role-plays that use target grammar.

• creating and labeling diagrams, models, photo-essays, and other types of classroom 
presentations that feature the topic being taught.

New to the second edition
Four new videos show teachers how to use 

the Lesson Planner. Videos provide instruction on:

• how to teach vocabulary

• how to teach grammar

• how to teach reading

• how to teach writing

The website includes:

•  downloadable training videos for preprimary
and primary teachers

• preview and review training slides

• handouts for workshops

• links to additional development resources

1414
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EXPLORE OUR WORLD PHILOSOPHY: 
KEY CONCEPTS

The Explore Our World series reflects key concepts
and principles of English language teaching and
learning.

• Students learn through a process of constructing 
meaning. They are active learners who work to 
make sense of their world through interaction in 
personal, social, and academic contexts. 

• Activities designed for Young Learners 
should provide multiple opportunities for the 
understanding and construction of meaning at a 
level appropriate to the emotional and intellectual 
stages of their development.

• Students learn effectively when they’re challenged 
just one step beyond their current stage of 
cognitive and language development. They 
most often need support from a knowledgeable 
person at this time to successfully understand 
and incorporate new information.

• Goal-oriented learning contributes to Young 
Learners’ success. In addition to the larger goals of 
educating students to be responsible global citizens 
in the 21st century and to be knowledgeable and 
caring stewards of our planet, providing explicit 
language learning goals helps learners understand 
the purpose of the activities they carry out. 

• Learning about the world through theme-based 
units is an approach that benefits Young Learners 
because a variety of topics provides a meaningful 
basis for exploration as well as a rich variety of 
language learning tasks. 

• Addressing the needs of the whole child in 
the language class includes paying attention 
to learning styles, learning strategies, critical 
thinking skills, 21st-century skills, and universal 
cultural values.

• Authentic assessment of Young Learners goes
beyond traditional paper-and-pencil tests. In Explore
Our World, multiple opportunities for concept
comprehension and performance provide a variety
of ways to determine a student’s depth of learning. 

TEACHING WITH EXPLORE OUR WORLD
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Bringing the world to the classroom
and the classroom to life

ELTNGL.com/exploreourworld2e
A PART OF CENGAGE

AMERICAN ENGLISH

CEFR correlation

Pre–A1 A1 A2 B1

Learn your world.
Achieve more with Explore Our World, Second Edition, 
a best-selling seven-level series for young learners of English.

Experience more of the real world with content that motivates learners to use English, 
including surprising photography, meaningful stories, readings, and video, 
and incredible National Geographic Explorers.

Learn more about the world through cross-curricular topics that challenge learners 
and deepen their understanding of the world in English.

Help learners communicate more through extensive listening, speaking, and pronunciation work, 
and critical thinking activities that inspire meaningful thinking and sharing.

Explore Our World truly brings the world into the classroom and improves learning outcomes, 
motivating learners to use English to show the world what they can do — and achieve more. 

Inside every Explore Our World Student’s Book

•  Clear lessons with more amazing photos and real-world content

•  Activities that focus on listening and speaking practice

•  Cross-curricular topics and updated Reading lessons

• Vocabulary presented through real-world examples

•  Improved Grammar lessons with more support and practice in a real-world context

• Original Songs that present new language and concepts, 
with The Sounds of English for pronunciation practice

• Value lessons that challenge learners to think and grow
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Learn your world.
Achieve more with Explore Our World, Second Edition, 
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including surprising photography, meaningful stories, readings, and video, 
and incredible National Geographic Explorers.

Learn more about the world through cross-curricular topics that challenge learners 
and deepen their understanding of the world in English.

Help learners communicate more through extensive listening, speaking, and pronunciation work, 
and critical thinking activities that inspire meaningful thinking and sharing.

Explore Our World truly brings the world into the classroom and improves learning outcomes, 
motivating learners to use English to show the world what they can do — and achieve more.  

Inside every Explore Our World Student’s Book

•  Simple topics and clear lessons with more amazing photos and real-world content 

•  Basic vocabulary presented with real-world examples 

• Language In Use lessons for contextualized language practice 

• The Sounds of English lessons with chants for phonemic awareness

• Colors, Numbers, and Shapes lessons 

• Reading lessons with fun, engaging stories

•  12 pages of letters, numbers, and writing practice 

•  Two Review lessons 
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motivating learners to use English to show the world what they can do — and achieve more. 

Inside every Explore Our World Student’s Book

•  Clear lessons with more amazing photos and real-world content

•  Activities that focus on listening and speaking practice

•  Cross-curricular topics and updated Reading lessons

• Vocabulary presented through real-world examples
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• Mission lessons that challenge learners to think and grow
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and incredible National Geographic Explorers.

Learn more about the world through cross-curricular topics that challenge learners 
and deepen their understanding of the world in English.

Help learners communicate more through extensive listening, speaking, and pronunciation work, 
and critical thinking activities that inspire meaningful thinking and sharing.

Explore Our World truly brings the world into the classroom and improves learning outcomes, 
motivating learners to use English to show the world what they can do — and achieve more. 

Inside every Explore Our World Student’s Book

•  Clear lessons with more amazing photos and real-world content

•  Activities that focus on listening and speaking practice

•  Cross-curricular topics and updated Reading lessons

• Vocabulary presented through real-world examples

•  Improved Grammar lessons with more support and practice in a real-world context

• Original Songs that present new language and concepts, 
with The Sounds of English for pronunciation practice

• Mission lessons that challenge learners to think and grow
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