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Unit Title and Theme Reading Critical Thinking Vocabulary Writing

1
HAPPINESS
page 1

Health Science / Sociology

Explore the Theme
Happy Hot Spots

Reading 1
Is There a Recipe for Happiness?
 VIDEO  Llama Therapy

Reading 2
Four Keys to Happiness

Reading Skill
Identifying the Main Idea
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea, Understand 
Details, Match

Critical Thinking Skill
Inferring Meaning from 
Context
Justify Your Opinion, 
Reflect, Brainstorm

Vocabulary Extension
Expressions with living; 
Words as Nouns and 
Verbs 

Language for Writing
Review of the Simple Present Tense

Writing Skill
Writing a Strong Topic Sentence

GOAL
Write a paragraph about whether 
people in your community are 
happy

2
INVENTIVE SOLUTIONS
page 21

Technology

Explore the Theme
Inventions That Changed the World 

Reading 1
The Power of Creativity
 VIDEO  Solar Stickers

Reading 2
Simple Solutions for Big Problems

Reading Skill
Identifying Details
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea(s), Understand 
Details, Identify Details

Critical Thinking Skill
Analyzing Problems and 
Solutions
Analyze, Synthesize, 
Evaluate

Vocabulary Extension
adjective + power; 
power + noun; -able 
and -ible

Language for Writing
Review of the Simple Past Tense

Writing Skill
Supporting the Main Idea and 
Giving Details

GOAL
Write a paragraph about an 
innovation and how it changed 
people’s lives

3
GOING GLOBAL
page 41

Sociology

Explore the Theme
When Pop Culture Went Global 

Reading 1
Globalization and the Korean Wave
 VIDEO  A Beloved Song

Reading 2
The New Beauty

Reading Skill
Taking Notes (Part 1)
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea, Identify Details, 
Understand Details

Critical Thinking Skill
Making Inferences
Reflect

Vocabulary Extension
Changing Word Forms 
with -ment; Changing 
Word Forms with -er/-or

Language for Writing
Using the Present Perfect Tense

Writing Skill
Writing a Concluding Sentence

GOAL
Write a paragraph about a trend 
that has gone global

4
SAVING OUR SEAS
page 61

Natural Science

Explore the Theme
Ocean Impact

Reading 1
Where Have All the Fish Gone?
 VIDEO  The Story of Cabo Pulmo

Reading 2
An Interview with Barton Seaver

Reading Skill
Interpreting Visual 
Information
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea(s), Understand a 
Process, Identify Problems 
and Solutions, Identify 
Opinions

Critical Thinking Skill
Evaluating an Argument
Infer, Synthesize, Reflect

Vocabulary Extension
Changing Word Forms 
with -ial; verb + on

Language for Writing
Describing Charts and Graphs

Writing Skill
Explaining a Chart or Graph

GOAL
Write a paragraph explaining the 
information presented in a graph

5
MEMORY AND LEARNING
page 81

Psychology / Biology

Explore the Theme
How to Remember 

Reading 1
Down Memory Lane
 VIDEO  House of Cards

Reading 2
Sleep and Memory

Reading Skill
Identifying Cause and Effect
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea(s), Understand 
Details, Classify, Understand 
a Process

Critical Thinking Skill
Considering Alternate 
Opinions
Analyze, Reflect

Vocabulary Extension
Changing Word Forms 
with -ize; Expressions 
with state

Language for Writing
Using By + Gerund

Writing Skill
Using an Outline

GOAL
Write a paragraph about how to 
improve your memory

Scope and Sequence
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6
TRENDS IN EDUCATION
page 101

Education

Explore the Theme
VR and AR Technology in Schools

Reading 1
Technology in the Classroom
 VIDEO  An Outdoor Learning Experience

Reading 2
Prioritizing Students’ Mental Health

Reading Skill
Taking Notes (Part 2)
Predict, Understand Main 
Ideas, Understand Details, 
Identify Cause and Effect

Critical Thinking Skill
Comparing and 
Contrasting
Evaluate, Reflect, Infer 
Meaning from Context, 
Rate

Vocabulary Extension
en-; Adjectives for 
Emotion

Language for Writing
Using the Zero Conditional to Give 
Advice

Writing Skill
Giving Details That Support Advice

GOAL
Write a paragraph giving advice 
about preparing to go to college

7
NATURE’S FURY
page 121

Earth Science

Explore the Theme
Extreme Nature 

Reading 1
When Tornadoes Strike
 VIDEO  Thunderstorms

Reading 2
Wildfires!

Reading Skill
Identifying Sequence
Predict, Understand Main 
Ideas, Understand Cause 
and Effect, Interpret 
Maps, Understand Details, 
Understand a Process 

Critical Thinking Skill
Evaluating Sources for 
Credibility
Speculate, Evaluate

Vocabulary Extension
ex-; Changing Word 
Forms with -ly

Language for Writing
Describing a Process

Writing Skill
Organizing a Process Paragraph

GOAL
Write a paragraph about a natural or 
biological process

8
BUILDING WONDERS
page 143

Architecture / Archeology

Explore the Theme
Great Monuments 

Reading 1
Unfinished Masterpiece
 VIDEO  A Daring Design

Reading 2
Amazing Structures

Reading Skill
Identifying Relevant 
Information
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea(s), Understand 
Details, Match, Scan, 
Identify Evidence

Critical Thinking Skill
Interpreting Quotes
Reflect, Analyze, 
Evaluate an Argument, 
Synthesize 

Vocabulary Extension
adjective + style; trans-

Language for Writing
Using Comparative Adjectives

Writing Skill
Writing a Comparison Paragraph

GOAL
Write a paragraph comparing two 
different structures

9
FORM AND FUNCTION
page 165

Life Science

Explore the Theme
Adaptation and Survival

Reading 1
What Are Feathers For?
 VIDEO  Amazing Adaptations

Reading 2
Design by Nature

Reading Skill
Identifying Theories
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea, Identify Details

Critical Thinking Skill
Evaluating Evidence
Analyze, Synthesize

Vocabulary Extension
adjective + advantage; 
pro-

Language for Writing
Using Synonyms

Writing Skill
Writing a Summary Paragraph

GOAL
Write a paragraph summarizing 
a section of the reading passage 
“Design by Nature”

10
REIMAGINING WORK
page 185

Business

Explore the Theme
Designing a Home Office 

Reading 1
Making Money by Being Funny
 VIDEO  An Adventure Storyteller

Reading 2
Understanding Digital Nomadism

Reading Skill
Identifying Pros and Cons
Predict, Understand the 
Main Idea(s), Understand 
Details, Understand 
Pronoun References

Critical Thinking Skill
Relating Information to 
Personal Experience
Analyze, Evaluate, 
Reflect, Make Inferences

Vocabulary Extension
Changing Word Forms 
with -ation; noun/
adjective + security

Language for Writing
Making Concessions

Writing Skill
Writing an Argumentative 
Paragraph

GOAL
Write an argumentative paragraph 
about becoming a digital nomad
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